
Attracting investments, Montreal
airports helping support
Quebec’s aerospace leadership

obert Mauracher knows
well how competitive the
global aerospace market

can be, which is why he welcomed
the recent announcement that the
federal government is providing
almost $300,000 to four Canadian
aerospace and defence associa-
tions to help their sectors compete
globally.

For Mr. Mauracher, vice presi-
dent Business Development and
general manager Maintenance
Repair Organization for Viking Air,
based at Victoria International Air-
port on Vancouver Island, promot-
ing Canada’s aerospace industry
will help his company as it builds
the global market for its DHC-6
Twin Otter Series 400 aircraft.

Viking is a first-tier original
equipment manufacturer (OEM)
specializing in de Havilland air-
craft products, including the Twin
Otter. The Series 400 program has
been steadily accelerating since
its launch in 2007, and the aircraft
has been sold internationally
to customers in East Africa, the
Seychelles Islands, the Maldives,

South America and Asia. Viking
currently has a production backlog
through 2014 for the Twin Otter
Series 400 estimated at more than
$300 million.

The aircraft’s unique operation-
al capabilities make it well suited
for a wide range of applications on
land, water and snow. That means
Viking’s Twin Otters are ideal for
operations in remote areas in Can-
ada, such as the Far North, where
it already plays a role in helping
assert Canada’s sovereignty.

Mr. Mauracher says Viking cur-
rently supports Canada’s Depart-
ment of National Defence with
maintenance and material support
of its Twin Otter and DHC-5 Buffalo
aircraft flying search-and-rescue
missions in the North.

Viking’s Guardian 400 is a
restricted category, high-gross-
weight military version of the Se-
ries 400 Twin Otter. Approximately
25 per cent of the new Twin Otters

sold are Guardian 400s, developed
for special missions and govern-
ment operations in medium-range
maritime patrol and critical infra-
structure support.

“The Twin Otter is the larg-
est selling 19-seat aircraft in the
world,” says Mr. Mauracher. “It’s a
versatile short takeoff and landing
aircraft that offers unique opera-
tional capabilities, ideally suited to
the tough conditions in Canada’s
North.”

As testimony to the Twin Otter’s
reputation for reliability in adverse
conditions, Mr. Mauracher points
out that it was chosen in 2001 as
the only aircraft capable of per-
forming the evacuation of a critical
patient from the South Pole, where
the temperature was an extreme
minus 60C.

Canada’s aerospace industry
is the world’s fifth largest and
employs more than 80,000 people.
One of the recipients of federal
funds for promoting the industry
was the Aerospace Industries Asso-
ciation of Canada, whose president
and CEO, Jim Quick, welcomed the
support.

ontréal-Trudeau Interna-
tional Airport and its sister
facility, Montréal-Mirabel,

just north of the city, continue to
land aerospace investments that
are helping keep Quebec at the
forefront of Canada’s aerospace
sector.

Earlier this year, Pratt & Whitney
Canada opened a $360-million
state-of-the-art aircraft engine
testing and assembly facility at
Montréal-Mirabel airport.

James Cherry, president and CEO
of Aeroports du Montréal (ADM),
which operates both facilities, says
Montréal-Mirabel has grown into a
major integrated aeronautics hub
that includes aircraft manufactur-
ing, repair to sub-contracting,
R&D, specialized training and
more.

“More than 3,600 people work
directly onsite. With the invest-
ments currently being made,
we expect the number of jobs to
continue to rise.”

Pratt and Whitney Canada vice
president of engineering, Walter
Di Bartolomeo, says the proxim-
ity to Bombardier Aerospace,
and Montréal-Mirabel’s runways,
which accommodate large aircraft
on which Pratt is testing its next
generation of fuel-efficient en-
gines, were among the factors that
drove Pratt’s decision to build its
plant here.

The result is yet another jewel
for both Pratt’s Canadian opera-
tions and Montréal-Mirabel.

“We employed concepts learned
from the automotive industry in
the development of this facility. It
is absolutely leading edge in terms
of automation and sophistication.
It is a flagship for Pratt testing and
assembly facilities worldwide,”
said Mr. Di Bartolomeo.

Currently, Pratt employs about
100 skilled workers at the site, but
hopes to ramp up employment to
some 300 people within five years.

Bombardier Aerospace, which
currently assembles its CRJ series
aircraft at Montréal-Mirabel, will
undertake the final assembly of its

new CSeries aircraft here, starting
in 2013.

While Pratt’s activities include as-
sembling and testing its PurePower
PW1524G for the CSeries aircraft,
the company also assembles its
advanced PurePower PW800 family
of engines for next-generation large
business jets here.

At Montréal-Trudeau airport, re-
gional air charter Air Inuit recently
announced it will build a new
$37.5-million base, adding 40 new
jobs to the airport’s burgeoning
aerospace hub, said Mr. Cherry.

“We serve as a major terminus
for charters that serve Northern
Quebec and Nunavut. We are well
positioned for continuing growth,”
said Mr. Cherry, noting the trickle
down impact of the province’s of-
ficial ‘Plan Nord,’ which is helping
drive industrial development in
Quebec’s northern region.

Beyond charter services, Air Inuit
will offer aircraft maintenance and
refurbishment services to other
airlines. The company’s plans also
include a flight simulator that Air
Inuit will use to train its pilots as
well as those of other companies.

Aircraft manufacturing and
repair activities at Montreal’s two
airports account for $2.6 billion
in added value and provide some
19,809 jobs.

Despite its success, ADM isn’t
resting idly.

“We attend aerospace shows
worldwide. We are looking to at-
tract companies that need facilities
in and around airports and lease
them land at very attractive prices.
The business is here for them,” said
Mr. Cherry.
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Pratt & Whitney Canada’s new $360-milion facility at Montréal-Mirabel
airport is focused on testing and assembling Pratt’s next-generation
engines. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

“We attend aerospace
shows worldwide. We
are looking to attract
companies that need
facilities in and around
airports and lease them
land at very attractive
prices. The business is
here for them.”

James Cherry,
President and CEO,
Aeroports du Montréal

AMTECH AERONAUTICAL LIMITED

Bombardier, Pratt & Whitney Canada, CAE and other
industry giants may dominate Canada’s aerospace
industry landscape. Behind these scenes, however,
countless small firms contribute to Canada’s reputa-
tion for aerospace excellence.

Medicine Hat, Alta.-based Amtech Aeronautical
Limited is one of them. With staff across Canada,
this Transport Canada-designated ‘Design Approval
Organization’ provides multidisciplinary professional
engineering services.

Amtech president Alex Markov says, for example,
the company’s specialized design and certification
engineering services to Viking Air to support the

continued airworthiness of the de Havilland legacy
aircraft, as well as for Transport Canada and European
certification of the DHC-6 Series 400 (Twin Otter).

“We are currently focused on supporting Phase 2
work on the DHC-6 Series 400, including addition of
an autopilot and other avionics improvements,” says
Mr. Markov. “We are also assisting Viking in obtaining
United States certification of the modernized Twin
Otter.”

Amtech also works with Viking on other legacy
aircraft where expertise in the electrical, avionics,
structural and mechanical systems and other areas are
required, says Mr. Markov.

SMALL FIRMS ADD UP TO CANADIAN AEROSPACE EXCELLENCE
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For more information, visit
aiac.ca.

De Havilland’s iconic, Canadian-designed Twin Otter aircraft are as sought after today as when they were introduced in the 1960s. PHOTO: VIKING AIR
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weight and advanced operational control provided by
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